KIMBERLY COURSE OVERVIEW
	Instructor: Mrs. Sutton
	Course:   BIOLOGY

	Room: 2052
	Extended Learning: MTTF  3:05-3:30

	Phone: 687-3024 ext 3219                                                                                  W  2:10-3:30 pm


Course Concepts/Content
· Big Ideas:

· Biology, the study of life, will expose students to the living world and allow them to apply the concepts in Biology to their every day life

· The ability to apply knowledge of structure and function to all living organisms

· Other Course Outcomes:
· Work effectively in lab groups

· Organize and present information clearly from lab experiences or class activities

· Determine and effectively use appropriate resources (text, internet, lab materials, etc.)

Standards-Based Teaching for Learning
· Learning Targets:  How we will reach each lesson’s stated goal(s)
· Required Daily Materials: notebook, folder, pencil/pen, agenda

· Display Our Community Values of Respect, Honesty, Responsibility, and Kindness and follow school rules as outlined in the student handbook

· Attendance and Tardiness: You are tardy if you are not in your seat by the time the bell rings.  You get one excused tardy for the semester and then all tardy time will have to be made up outside of class.  Attendance policies are outlined in your agenda.
· Daily Lesson Format:

1. Attendance and announcements
2. Reflect on previous class meeting’s learning targets

3. Learning target(s) for today’s lesson
4. Lecture, lab activities, group work, discussion

5. End of the lesson closure

· Assessment: How we will measure progress towards and completion of stated goal(s)

· Participation/understanding will be assessed informally every day.  If you are having any trouble in class please come see me immediately and ASK for help so you do not fall behind!
· All assignments for each unit are graded on a point scale and will fall into three main categories: assessment, science lab skills and projects, and work ethic.  Each category is weighted based on its value to learning the content.  Below is the breakdown of the weighting scale:
Assessment – 60% 

Assessment is broken into two main categories, comprehension and short answer.  This category will include quizzes and tests.

Science lab skills and projects – 30%

This category includes labs, research projects, and assessment based on science process skills.

Career and Life Skills- 10%

Work ethic will include homework, participation in class, assessment of practice and daily tasks.
Other assessment information:

· Tests will end most units.  Values will range from 30-100 points.

· Assignments, quizzes, and labs will vary in points from 10-40 points.

· Projects (group and individual) will vary in points from 10-100 points.

· Grades are determined by applying the KHS grade scale (see student handbook) to the percentage of total points earned.
· Learning Experiences:  How we will practice in order to become proficient
· Labs, class discussion, group work, reading and writing (in and out of class)

· Information gathered through the Internet and LMC resources 
· Reflection/Refinement: How we will use today’s results to guide your learning for tomorrow
· Today’s learning target(s) often build on yesterday’s learning target(s).  It is important to take excellent notes, keep up with daily work, and get help in a timely manner in order to be successful.  Students who are not demonstrating these qualities OR are failing are required to stay for Extended Learning Time on Wednesday afternoons.

· Each assignment is directly related to learning targets that are essential to learning.  Students are responsible for completing their homework, asking further questions, and keeping their assignments in a folder/binder.

Additional Course Information
· Missing/Late Work:  All homework is expected to be turned in on the due date which will be clearly addressed by the teacher.  
· If you are absent you must discuss with the teacher about completing missing work.

· It is YOUR responsibility as a student to turn in missing homework and see me for any make up work if you are absent.

· Tests and quizzes can be corrected to prove that the student has mastered the ideals and learning targets required.  Corrections need to occur during extended learning time from 2:15-3 pm on the Wednesday following the test.  
No exceptions.  Students can receive 1/2 of a point for showing mastery of each correction as long as corrections are proficient.  If a student has missing work they cannot make test corrections until their missing work is submitted. 
· Lab Safety: Any inappropriate behavior in the laboratory area is very dangerous and prohibited.  If this behavior occurs, no warnings will be given and you will lose all points for that lab and further disciplinary action will be taken as necessary.
Communication 
Dear Parent or Guardian,

I encourage you to contact me by email or phone with any questions or concerns you may have.  Together we can 

give your son/daughter a great opportunity to succeed!  Below is very useful class information:
· Email:  ksutton@kimberly.k12.wi.us
· Phone: 687-3024 ext 3219
· My website: www.suttonscience.weebly.com
· PowerSchool:  http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/ and click “PowerSchool” for grade updates
Thank you,

Kayla Sutton
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